From: Leland Wiesner To: USPTO Date: 1/15/2004 Time: 10:50:22 PM Page 1 of 15 




RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JAN 1 6 2004 




PAGE 1/15 • RCVD AT 1M 6/2004 1:50:28 AM [Eastern Standard TlmeJ ■ SVRrUSPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CStD:6508531114 ■ DURATION <mnvss):05-34 



From: L eland Wiesner To: USPTO 



Date: 1/15/2004 Time: 10:50:22 PM 



Page 2 of 15 



•HEWLETT-PACKARD COM PA NY 

Intellectual Property Administration 

P. O. Box 272400 

Fort Collins, Colorado 80527-2400 



PATENT APPLICATION 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 10016657-1 



IN THE 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Inventors): Donald X. Smith II 
Application No.: 10/001648 
FOingDate: 10/30/2001 

Title: Ink Rationing Based on Page Composition 



Confirmation No.: 
Examiner: An H. Do 
Group Art Unit: 2853 



Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



TRANSMITTAL LETTER FOR RESPONSES AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is/are the following in the above-identified application: 

(X) Response/Amendment ( ) Petition to extend time to respond 

( ) New fee as calculated below ( ) Supplemental Declaration 

(X) No additional fee (Address envelope to "Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment") 

( ) Other: (fee $ ) 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED BY OTHER THAN A SMALL ENTITY 


(1) 
FOR 


(2) 

CLAIMS REMAINING 
AFTER AMENDMENT 


(3) 
NUMBER 
EXTRA 


(4) 

HIGHEST NUMBER 
PREVIOUSLY PAID FOR 


(5) 
PRESENT 
EXTRA 


(6) 
RATE 


(7) 

ADDITIONAL 
FEES 


TOTAL 
CLAIMS 


23 


MINUS 


23 


0 


X $18 


$ 


0 


INDEP. 
CLAIMS 


7 


MINUS 


7 


0 


X $84 


$ 


0 


[ ] FIRST PRESENTATION OF A MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM 


+ $280 


$ 


0 


EXTENSION 
ppp 


1ST MONTH 


2ND MONTH 


3RD MONTH 


4TH MONTH 


$ 


0 






$110.00 r 




$410.00 I 


$930.00 






$1450.00 | 










OTHER FEES 


$ 


TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 


$ 


0 



Charge $ 0 to Deposit Account 08-2025. At any time during the pendency of this 

application, please charge any fees required or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 08-2025 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.25. Additionally please charge any fees to Deposit Account 08-2025 under 37 
CFR1.16, 1.17, 1.19, 1.20 and 1.21. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



(X) ■ hereby certify that this paper is being transmitted 
to the Patent and Trademark Office facsimile 
number <703l 872-93D6 on 
Number of pages: 1 3 



Respectfully submitted, 
Donald X. Smith II 



1/15/2004 



Typed Nan 
Signature:, 
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Leland Wiesner 

Attorney/Agent for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 39424 
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Attorney Docket No. : 1 001 6657- 1 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Donald X. Smith II 



Applicant 
Patent No. 
Issue Date : 

Serial No. : 10/001648 

Filed : 10/30/2001 

Title : Ink Rationing Based on Page Composition 

Mail Stop: Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE 



Art Unit : 2853 
Examiner : An H. Do 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JAN 1 6 2004 




Dear Examiner: 

Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the teleconference discussion on January 14, 
2004 and his thoughts on the subject matter. In light of our discussion and the most recent 
Office Action of October 15, 2003, please consider the Applicant's following points and allow 
the pending claims in light of the cited art. 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claim 1, 3, 4 and 21 as follows: 

1. (Twice Amended) A method for rationing ink in a printer, the printer having an ink 
supply for printing content on print media, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a print job comprising one or more sections of p rint content identified by 
metadata in which one or more of the sections of print content are assigned priority levels 
according to the metadata ; 

parsing the metadata associated with one or more sections of p rint content prior to 
printin g the print job; 

if the -a section of p rint content is assigned a priority level, printing the section of p rint 
content in a print mode that is appropriate for the priority level; and 
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